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GMBF Global is happy to see that UAE based “DCOM Design Co. FZE is bringing out its yet another 
edition but first  Coffee Table Book on Maharashtra titled ”Icons of Maharashtra in UAE” by the 
team led by Vikas Bhargava.

Maharashtra community especially those who are engaged in business and other professions 
abroad, they are the brand ambassador of Rich Maharashtra Culture and Traditions. They have 
always worked for the land where they have resided with the spirit of total commitment and 
dedication. 

It is heartening to know that DCOM Designs after the successful launch of many books, now 
bringing this first book on Maharashtra in UAE. I’m sure this will promote and grace the aura of 
Maharashtra community not only in UAE but also around the globe.

I Convey my heartiest good wishes to all those who are associated with this Coffee Table Book 
“Icons of Maharashtra”. I wish to see more in the years to come

I wish all best in their endeavor

Dr. Sunil Manjarekar

President

GMBF Global

Message of Congratulations

18-01-2021

GMBF Global (Gulf Maharashtra Business Forum)







It good to know that UAE based “DCOM Design Co. FZE is bringing out its yet another 
edition of Co�ee Table Book titled ”Icons of Maharashtra” by the team led by Vikas Bhar-
gava.

Maharashtra people especially those who are in business and other professions 
abroad, they are the brand ambassador of Maharashtra. They have always worked for 
the land where they have resided with the spirit of total commitment and dedication. 

I’m sure this will promote and grace the aura of Maharashtra community not only in 
UAE but also around the globe.

I Convey my heartiest good wishes to all those who are associated with this Co�ee 
Table Book ”Icons of Maharashtra”. I Wish I can see more in the years to come



Firstly I would like to thank all the Community members for giving me this opportunity to 

work on this wonderful project, not to miss the long waiting and calls but it all ending in 

great meetings and hospitality.

Each person and their family in a class of their own, there is lot to see, lot to learn and lot 

to write about them. Many we missed to meet yet felt the aura and grace while working 

on the designs.  

Initially seemed like a daunting task, on top of it the pandemic created another havoc - it 

god delayed for 10 long months. But then I want to thank all the members in this journey, 

who not only stood by me also encouraged me  to continue the work on this Coffee Table 

Book, they constantly was guiding me through to make this book a memorable one as 

each had a great source of content. Rest I’m sure the details of the book will explain.

On a personal note - many of the Maharashtrian are so different and motivating that I 

would like to have yet another “session of chai” with them. I also would like to thank Vinit 

Rawat ji, Ira ji and Teena Bhargava.

Vikas Bhargava

Editor / Creative Director
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Maharashtra is a state in the western peninsular region of India 

occupying a substantial portion of the Deccan Plateau. 

Maharashtra is the second-most populous state in India as well as 

the second-most populous country subdivision. Maharashtra was 

formed on 1 May 1960 by splitting the bilingual Bombay State, 

which had existed since 1956, into majority Marathi-speaking 

Maharashtra and Gujarati-speaking Gujarat, respectively. The 

state capital is Mumbai, the most populous urban area in India. 

The Godavari and the Krishna are the two major rivers in the 

state. Marathi is the most widely spoken language and is also the 

official language of the state.

The state has three international airports, Chhatrapati Shivaji 

Maharaj International Airport (Mumbai), Dr. Babasaheb 

Ambedkar International Airport (Nagpur), and Pune Airport 

(Lohegaon, Pune). The state is home to three railways 

headquarters viz. Central Railway (Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 

Terminus), Konkan Railway (CBD Belapur) and Western Railway 

(Churchgate). The High Court of the state viz. Bombay High 

Court is located in Mumbai.

Prior to Indian independence, Maharashtra was chronologically 

ruled by the Satavahana dynasty, Rashtrakuta dynasty, Western 

Chalukyas, Deccan sultanates, Mughals and Marathas and the 

British.

Maharashtra
the land of history & opportunities 



The state is home to two UNESCO World Heritage Sites: Ajanta and 

Ellora caves. Pune is known as the 'Oxford of the East' due to the 

presence of several well-known educational institutions. Maharashtra 

is the most industrialised state in India and the state's capital, Mumbai 

is India's financial and commercial hub. Maharashtra is one of the 

most developed and prosperous Indian states and continues to be the 

single largest contributor to the national economy.

Maharashtra occupies the western and central part of the country and 

has a long coastline stretching 720 kilometres along the Arabian 

Sea.[58] One of the more prominent physical features of Maharashtra 

is the Deccan plateau, which is separated from the Konkan coastline 

by 'Ghats'. Maharashtra is the third largest state by area in India. 

Maharashtra has 36 districts, 355 talukas, 535 cities, 63,663 villages, 6 

administrative divisions.

Maharashtra has a tropical climate, with three distinct seasons: 

Summer (March–May), Monsoon (June–September) and winter 

(October–February). However, dew and hail also occur sometimes, 

depending upon the seasonal weather. 

The national parks of Maharashtra possess a variety of plant species 

that include jamun, palash, shisam, neem, teak, dhawada, kalam, ain, 

bija, shirish, mango, acacia, awala, kadamba, moha, hedu and ficus

Maharashtra consists of six administrative divisions -

Amravati / Aurangabad / Konkan / Nagpur / Nashik / Pune
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The economy of Maharashtra is driven by manufacturing, 

international trade, Mass Media (television, motion pictures, video 

games, recorded music), aerospace, technology, petroleum, 

fashion, apparel, and tourism.

Maharashtra has an above average knowledge industry in India 

with the Pune Metropolitan area being the leading IT hub in the 

state. Approximately 25% of the top 500 companies in the IT sector 

are situated in Maharashtra. The state has a large, multi-modal 

transportation system with the largest road network in India. 

Maharashtra has 24 universities with a turnout of 160,000 

Graduates every year. Maharashtra has played a pioneering role in 

the development of the modern education system in India. The 

University of Mumbai, is the largest university in the world in 

terms of the number of graduates and has 141 affiliated colleges. 

Maharashtra is also home to such notable autonomous institutes as 

Indian Institute of Technology Bombay, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar 

Technological University, Institute of Chemical Technology, Homi 

Bhabha National Institute, Walchand College of Engineering, 

Visvesvaraya National Institute of Technology (VNIT) and 

Veermata Jijabai Technological Institute (VJTI), Sardar Patel College 

of Engineering
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Maharashtra cuisine covers a range from mild to very 

spicy dishes. Wheat, rice, jowar, bajri, vegetables, lentils 

and fruit form staple food of the Maharashtrian diet. 

Some of the popular traditional dishes include puran 

poli, ukdiche modak, Thalipeeth, batata wada. Misal 

Pav, Pav Bhaji and Vada pav are dishes that became very 

popular in the last fifty years.



Traditionally, Marathi women commonly wore the sari, often 

distinctly designed according to local cultural customs. Most 

middle aged and young women in urban Maharashtra dress 

in western outfits such as skirts and trousers or shalwar 

kameez with the traditionally nauvari or nine-yard lugade, 

Men also wear traditional costumes such as the dhoti, and 

pheta. The Gandhi cap is the popular headgear among older 

men in rural Maharashtra.

Maharashtrian artists have made major contributions to 

Indian Classical music. Its vibrant folk form includes Powada, 

Bharuds and Gondhals. Marathi dance forms draw from folk 

traditions. Lavani is popular form of dance in the state. 

Maharashtra's regional literature is about lives and 

circumstances of Marathi people in specific parts of the state. 

The Marathi language, which boasts a rich literary heritage, is 

written in the Devanagari script.
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Maharashtra is a prominent location for the Indian entertainment 

industry, with many films, television series, books, and other 

media being set there. Mainstream Hindi films are popular in 

Maharashtra, especially in urban areas. Mumbai is the largest 

centre for film and television production and a third of all Indian 

films are produced in the state. Multimillion-dollar Bollywood 

productions, with the most expensive costing up to ₹1.5 billion are 

filmed there.

Modern Theatre in Maharashtra can trace its origins to the British 

colonial era in the middle of the 19th century. It is modelled mainly 

after the western tradition but also includes forms like Sangeet 

Natak (musical drama). In recent decades, Marathi Tamasha has 

been also been incorporated in some experimental plays. 

More than 200 newspapers and 350 consumer magazines have an 

office in this state and the book-publishing industry employs about 

250,000 people. Sakal published from Pune and other major 

Maharashtrian cities, has the largest circulation for Marathi 

Newspaper in Maharashtra 



According to a survey, most tourists visiting places in Maharashtra 

are from the state. Two other states, Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh send 

the largest number of domestic visitors to Maharashtra. Foreign 

visitors to Maharashtra account for just 2% of the tourist. Visitors 

from the US, UK, Germany, and UAE each form a significant 

percentage of foreign tourists.

Mumbai, the biggest and the most cosmopolitan city in India attracts 

tourists from all over the world for its many attractions including 

colonial architecture, beaches, movie industry, shopping, and an 

active nightlife. Pune, called the cultural capital of Maharashtra, also 

attracts many visitors during the annual Ganeshotsav festival.

The area around Aurangabad has many ancient and medieval sites 

including the UNESCO World Heritage Sites of Ajanta and Ellora 

caves, the Daulatabad Fort, and the Bibi Ka Maqbara in Aurangabad. 

Places of worship that attract pilgrims from other parts of India and 

beyond include the Sikh Gurudwara of Hazur Sahib at Nanded, 

Khandoba temple at Jejuri in Pune district where worshipers shower 

each other with Bhandar and the shrine of Saibaba at Shirdi. 

The places associated with the Warkari sect such as Pandharpur, 

Dehu and Alandi attract pilgrims from all over Maharashtra 

throughout the year.
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Amazing Maharashtra



Icons of Maharashtra 130



Icons of Maharashtra 131



Icons of Maharashtra 132





























































































































MAKE A TRULY EXCLUSIVE 

Congratulation and Best Wishes to all
ICONS OF MAHARASHTRA 

LIFESTYLE STATEMENT WITH 

Welcome to an extraordinary exquisite lifestyle. Located at the one corner of the lush green Garden, 
close to the main entrance of Arjan and adjacent to the main highway, Gardenia Livings is unique in many 
aspects. You can wake up to a beautiful Garden view from two out of three sides of the development or 

you may choose to have a thriving community view as well.

1603/4/5, Silver Tower, Business Bay , Dubai, UAE | T: +971 4 439 5777 | F: +971 4 439 5776, Email: info@silgogroup.com , URL: www.silgogroup.com 

Founder and Group Chairman S.N. Saxena

Al Jandool Contracting Company LLC | Al Hosnei Contracting Co  LLC ( Civil Contracting, Aluminium & Interiors) | Safest Real Estate | SquareRoots LLC- Dubai
| Safe Builders & Developers LLC | Macsil General Trading LLC | Shanti Builders & Developers Ltd FZCO | Silgo Transport LLC  | Kanha Granites Pvt. Ltd. - India

Our Associates : ECD Designs  | Al Saheeh Electrical @ Plumbing Contracting LLC | Corporate Planners Engineering Consultants








